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Compressor specialist BITZER receives prestigious award from the British ACR News industry magazine for its 
innovative ECOLINE+ reciprocating compressors 
 
BITZER ECOLINE+ is Refrigeration Product of the Year 
 

 Higher performance: new motor technology and optimised control 
 IQ MODULE: user-friendly and intelligent 
 Eco-friendly refrigerants – holistic solution 

 
London/Sindelfingen, 01.02.2018. One of the leading British magazines serving the refrigeration and 
air conditioning industry has honoured the reciprocating compressors of the traditional German 
company BITZER. The Refrigeration Product of the Year is the ECOLINE+ series for transcritical CO2 
applications. 
 
With the ECOLINE+ reciprocating compressor series, BITZER has achieved a milestone by using low- 
GWP refrigerants for energy-efficient supermarket applications. By awarding the prestigious prize in 
London on 24 January, the ACR News magazine honoured the ECOLINE+ compressors as the most 
innovative refrigeration technology product of the year. A crucial factor in the decision of the six-
member jury was the energy efficiency of the compressors as well as the low global warming potential 
of the used refrigerant CO2 (GWP 1), among other things. The ACR News awards have been given out 
since 1997 and recognise companies that demonstrate excellence in the way they operate or in what 
they produce. After being honoured in 2014, BITZER received the Refrigeration Product of the Year 
Award this year for the second time. 
 
‘ECOLINE+ is the most efficient CO2 compressor available in the market today. It is the result of over 
20 years of commitment that BITZER has always had for solutions that protect the environment. The 
combination of natural refrigerants and maximum energy efficiency is a constant challenge for BITZER. 
Today this prestigious recognition allows us to say that we are winning this challenge’, says Gianni 
Parlanti, Chief Sales and Marketing Officer. 
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ECOLINE+: efficient, environmentally friendly, innovative 

The ECOLINE+ series is available as four- and six-cylinder compressors and offers optimal efficiency 
both for full- and part-load. BITZER improved the whole series in three ways: the ECOLINE+ series has 
an enhanced line start permanent magnet motor which makes direct connection to 50 or 60 Hz 
electrical supplies possible, offers a completely new level of efficiency and increases annual 
performance figures by more than 10 per cent. The new feature is the mechanical capacity control 
VARISTEP for transcritical CO2 applications which enables system efficiency that is otherwise only 
possible today when using frequency inverters. BITZER has also developed a new operating concept 
with intelligent (IQ) modules so that users can fully exploit the potential of this technology. The IQ 
MODULE allows for the new ECOLINE+ reciprocating compressors to be easily, quickly and cost-
effectively integrated into a variety of system configurations. In addition, the IQ MODULE improves the 
protective measures as well as the monitoring options for the compressors, allowing them to be used 
in a wider range of applications. Users thus benefit from more flexibility; it is also easier, for instance, 
to compensate for the differences between summer and winter operation. 

Thanks to the intuitive BITZER Electronics Service Tool (BEST) as well as the sensors and actuators, 
which are factory-wired and preconfigured, the compressors are very easy to install, configure and 
service. 

 
■ 

 
The BITZER Group is the world’s largest independent manufacturer of refrigeration compressors. BITZER is 
represented across the globe through distribution companies and production facilities for reciprocating, screw 
and scroll compressors, pressure vessels and heat exchangers. In 2016, 3,400 employees generated sales of 
€680 million. 
 
 
Overview of images 
Images may only be used for editorial purposes. They can be used free of charge if the source is given – ‘Photo: 
BITZER’ – and a free copy of the publication is sent to us. Images may not be modified or altered, except to crop 
out the background surrounding the main subject. 
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Image 1: Great excitement at the ACR News Refrigeration Product of the Year Award 2018. From left: 
Miles Jupp (ACR News Awards, celebrity host), Gianni Parlanti (BITZER Chief Sales and Marketing 
Officer), Kevin Glass (Managing Director at BITZER UK), John Smith (British Refrigeration Association) 
 
 

 
Image 2: The ECOLINE+ reciprocating compressors offer optimal efficiency both for full- and part-load 
 


